











A
MINUTES OF THE RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE OF THE RAMBLERS SHROPSHIRE AREA ON FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2011
PRESENT: Trevor Allison (in the Chair), Marion Law (Area Sec.), Peter Carr, Michael Johnson, Bob Alton, Roger Smith, Bill Hodges, Joy Nisbet, Chris Jenkins, Alison Parker, Sue Jones, Peter James

 APOLOGIES: Susan Sharp, Chris Chillingworth

1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING on 15th July  were agreed as a true record.
Matters arising:

P1, under Group FP Secretaries’ reports, the two dead end footpaths near Hengoed were in fact blocked paths, although fingerposted at the road.  The Council was aware of clearance needed.

P2, it now appeared that metal kissing gates might be available if farmers were willing to pay for them.

P2, Campaigns, Alison reported that the petition now had 2700 signatures, about 40% of them from outside Shropshire.  There would be a Council debate on 24th November,  and the walk to celebrate Shropshire’s paths would leave Abbey Foregate at 11am.  The importance of tourists’ support was to be emphasized in the address to the Council.

2. AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT

Trevor was in process of circulating a new map showing Council enforcement officers’ responsibilities, and the new Outdoor Recreation Structure.  He emphasized that reports of problems on ROWs should be sent to Shona Butter who would pass them on to the appropriate enforcement officer.
Trevor’s own project to walk the County’s ROWs was now at 1158 kms walked, finding 20% unusable.  He had completed 24 parishes.

Church Stretton FP3, the problem at Botvyle Farm had now been solved following involvement of the Parish Council, after many years of trying on the part of Bill Hodges.

3. GROUP FOOTPATH SECRETARIES’ REPORTS
Shrewsbury & MidShropshire: Bill Hodges reported that work on the Shropshire Way near Vinnals had much improved the route.

There were additions to the network on Council owned land at Shrewsbury.

Telford & East Shropshire: An appeal by a Newport resident for help had been received in connection with a large proposed development which would affect the Hutchison Way.  Bob Alton would contact the resident to see whether we could support this.  It was also pointed out that Telford & Wrekin Council were working on creating a connection between Staffordshire’s Millenium Route and the Hutchison Way (see Bob Alton’s FP report).

Joy Nisbet drew attention to our lack of an Access/Countryside Officer whose responsibility it would be to monitor planning applications and their effect on ROWs.

Market Drayton: Roger Smith said that there was doubt over the future of the local P3 group.  He was also aware that Jim Stabler was seeking to include Market Drayton in the Shropshire Way.

South Shropshire SE: Trevor reported that Jim Stabler had visited Cleobury Lodge and had funding available to replace the missing footbridge.
Some discussion took place about the lack of importance placed on the effect on ROWs in planning applications.  Susan had highlighted this in her report and it was agreed that Trevor and Susan should follow up the possibility of a meeting with the planning department.

South Shropshire SW: Peter James reported that probably two cars would be sufficient to take supporters from Clun to the event at Shirehall on 24th November.  He expected to have a few more signatories to the petition.
In connection with the Mid Wales Connection project, Peter reported that putting cables underground would “only” cost three times as much as overhead.  Peter Carr also mentioned the possibility of using canal banks to lay cables where cooling would be available.







2.

Church Stretton by Chris Chillingworth – no report available.

North Shropshire report by Neil Moore – Trevor read Neil’s report.

Oswestry by Chris Jenkins – The Shropshire Way project was going ahead.  Oswestry was investigating the possibility of becoming a “Walkers are Welcome” town, and a four-day festival was planned for September 2012.

Craven Arms: Sue Jones reported no current serious problems.

4. MEMBERSHIP
Peter Carr reported that current membership had reduced to 116,000 in spite of various initiatives.

Marion, Alison and Trevor had booked to attend a meeting in Birmingham on 15th November for an uptodate report on the position.

5. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 3RD February, 8th June, 19th October 2012.

