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A
MINUTES OF THE SHROPSHIRE AREA COUNCIL OF THE RAMBLERS HELD AT THE GATEWAY CENTRE, SHREWSBURY ON SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2011
PRESENT: Peter Carr (Chairman), Marion Law (Secretary), Trevor Allison (Area FP Secretary), 

Alison Parker (Campaigns), Bill Hodges (Access), Bob Kimber (Oswestry Group), Jane Hadlow (Oswestry), David Horton, Joy Nisbet, Peter James (all South Shrops), Ina Roberts (Bridgnorth), Michael Johnson (Telford)

APOLOGIES: Ernie Heath, Graham Baker, Bill Haworth, Jeff Vaughan, Roy Grimwood, John Newnham, Susan Sharp

15. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 14th May 2011

David Horton of South Shropshire Group was added to the list of those present.  The minutes were signed as a correct record.

Matters arising:

P1, Meetings with Debbie Hughes: there was no information yet on what statutory powers the Council will carry out.  

P2, Shrewsbury & MidShropshire Group: Bill Hodges reported that the question of dogs on walks was not currently high priority.

P3, National Grid power lines: The Secretary had sent a low key response to the consultation.  A copy of the NG’s Project News had been received with the ongoing timetable of consultations into 2012 and beyond.  A copy of the Tanat Valley Chronicle focusing on this project had been circulated.

16. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT attached to agenda marked B

Peter Carr commented that there was little local support for the Ramblers special events, such as the Woodland Walks.  Six months’ notice was needed for forward programme planning and this had been communicated to Central Office.

Meeting with Debbie Hughes: The proposal to split the former Walking Forum into three, based on geographical areas, was giving rise to concerns, but we needed to support these.
Peter James pointed out that footpaths problems were not being addressed.  Peter Carr reminded Council that the department was still not fully operational due to lack of staff and funding.  However, the Mystery Walkers survey indicated that walking in Shropshire was high in percentage terms.

Trevor Allison had found only 64 out of more than 2000 paths not usable.

Peter Carr had a further meeting arranged with Council staff in January.

Peter also reported on the recent teleconference held with Central Office staff.  The focus was on membership, and in particular on a survey done on why people leave the Ramblers.  The results would be published and circulated shortly.

Membership fees for 2012 would remain the same.  A suggestion had been made that a monthly direct debit facility should be available, which was to be investigated.

17. GROUP REPORTS

Oswestry: It was proposed by Bob Kimber and seconded by Peter James that the following change be made to the Oswestry Group constitution:

Section 7 Clause (ii) to be amended to read:

They shall retire at the Annual Meeting following their election, but shall be eligible for re-election, except the chairman shall serve a maximum of three years consecutively.  Where it is not possible to elect a new chairman, the existing incumbent may serve for one further year only.  A retiring chairman is eligible for election as an ordinary member of the committee and appointment in an 
alternative officer role.
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This was agreed unanimously.

Jane Hadlow reported that the Group had published a second book of walks, £4.95, which was selling well.  Alison pointed out that the Council was more likely to maintain paths on promoted routes.
There was a plan afoot to make Oswestry a Welcome to Walkers town.
South Shropshire Group: Joy Nisbet reported that the group had got 550 signatures for the petition, it was being promoted in local businesses, and Peter James hoped to run a coach from Clun with supporters for the event at Shirehall on 24th November.

Joy Nisbet asked for advice on the creation of a short length of path at the top of Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton to avoid walking on a dangerous piece of road.   Approach to the landowner seemed the best first step, the Council was unlikely to carry forward a formal Creation Order at present.

Peter James reported that the carpark at Bridges was now available to the public and the former Horseshoes had been refurbished and renamed The Bridges.

Telford & East Shropshire: Michael Johnson reported that the group had recently had a very successful coach outing to walk across Morecambe Bay.  
Bob Alton and he had met Jaswant Sidhu (Telford & Wrekin’s footpath officer) with Peter Dunhill (Shropshire Council’s North Shropshire Way Project Officer) to finalise the Shropshire Way link between Telford and north Shropshire.

Wellington was planning a walking festival.

18. CAMPAIGNS REPORT by Alison Parker circulated separately

Alison said that there had been a good response to the petition, currently standing at about 2500 signatures, of which about one third were not Shropshire residents.  We were therefore now entitled to speak at a debate at the Council.  It had raised the profile of the Ramblers and was valuable data, especially in relation to the number of tourists who had signed.

Peter Carr was negotiating for Rodney Whittaker, chairman of the Board of Trustees, to speak, emphasizing the benefits to the economy of maintaining the footpath network, against the capital costs.

On 24th November there would be a walk from Abbey Foregate to Shirehall, starting at 11am, where Kate Ashbrook would speak to the Press, and for those who wished there would be a further walk, returning by about 2.30 pm.

This was intended to be a celebration of Shropshire’s paths, not a protest.

Peter Carr reported that Keith Barrow, Chairman of the Council, had attended Oswestry Show, and had been upset by Shropshire Ramblers’ banner “Shropshire Council taking away Rights of Way”, and that Peter Dunhill, the Council’s Project Officer for the North Shropshire Way, was in attendance.  There had been a subsequent exchange of letters and Keith was offering a meeting.

The general feeling of Area Council was that this should be accepted.

19. MEMBERSHIP REPORT attached

Peter Carr said that there had been an increase in numbers since January, though over the last 12 months there was a small decrease.  He hoped that this indicated the decline had at least been slowed.
20. TREASURER’S REPORT attached

The Secretary reminded officers that claims for expenses should be submitted to the Treasurer by the end of September.

21. AREA FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT attached, as given as the last ROW Committee

Trevor Allison reported briefly on a proposed diversion at Bridgnorth, various minor orders and the extinguishment of a footpath at the disused quarry at Much Wenlock.

Trevor reported that he had now walked 900 kms in 15 parishes.
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22. AREA SECRETARY’S REPORT attached

The list of proposed meetings was approved.  She pointed out that the possibility of holding the ROW Committee following Area Council was likely to involve additional expense as there was not normally anyone on duty at the Gateway on Saturday afternoons.

Area AGM:  Peter Carr had booked Peter Dunhill to speak at the Area AGM.

23. COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS

Ina Roberts brought to the meeting local concerns about a proposal to erect two 230’ wind turbines between Meadowley and Chetton, near Bridgnorth.  David Horton proposed and Peter James seconded that we should object on the grounds that these would be close to a footpath (the Jack Mytton Way).  There were 9 in favour, with three abstentions.  Trevor would do this but it could only be done after the formal planning application.

Joy Nisbet drew the attention of members to the National Trust’s campaign to resist the Government’s proposed changes to the planning laws.  Alison Parker recommended that we should take no action locally as this was already under discussion by Ramblers nationally.

24. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman proposed that the minutes of Area Council should be put on the Area website in an effort to engage more members with the Area.  Seconded by Alison Parker, all in favour.

25. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: Saturday 21January, Saturday 28th April, Saturday 14th July, Saturday 6th October 2012


